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Introduction:
In today’s climate, where unemployment in the United States has reached almost

eight million - 4.9% of the population (US Gov, 2016). Recent university and college

graduates in the Humanities are facing a job market that requires students to have
more education and more hands on experience in the workplace. As a result, many
students of US higher education are looking to gain extra qualifications to bolster
their chances of employment. With the recent change in outward looking policy in
the US, brought on in part by a Republican government, there is an opportunity for
students from America to take advantage of the experiences of studying abroad to
expand their cultural understanding - sometimes in defiance of the current
incumbent party.

The United Kingdom is well placed to encourage American students to study
abroad. It offers a distinctly different, yet familiar culture, it has many transport
links to the US and onward to Europe, the lack of prohibitive postgraduate testing,
the benefits of cost and time for UK postgraduate studies, teaching opportunities,
the application process, and the life experiences for students - who traditionally do
not take a gap year - to use their time abroad to explore varying cultures and take
that knowledge back to the US after their studies are complete. It's a popular
destination for American students with over 9,600 applying to study here in 2016.
But what it comes down to is a mix of three key things, two of which are discussed in
detail: the lack of standardised tests to apply to a programme in the UK, the weight
of time and costs, and the benefits of a postgraduate degree from abroad in the
wider job market. In all of these areas, the United Kingdom surpasses the United
States as the best places for an American student to undertake postgraduate studies

in Publishing.

Sensitivity: Internal


https://www.bls.gov/cps/cpsaat01.pdf

1. The GRE!
“The GRE General Tests and the GRE Subject tests are taken by individuals
applying to graduate programs in natural sciences, engineering, social
sciences, business, humanities and arts, education and other fields” (GRE
Bulletin, 2017, p.3).
In 2015, there were over 1.78 million graduate students enrolled in 776 colleges
and universities? surveyed by the Counsel of Graduate Schools in the United States.
Each student has to take the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) and earn an adequate
score on the general and/or subject test to be accepted for entry into a postgraduate
program in the United States or its affiliates worldwide. The GRE is divided into two
main tests: the General Test and the Subject Test, which is further divided into eight
separate areas of specialty that further narrow down the pool of acceptable

applicants.

1.2 GRE General Test

“The GRE General Test measures verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, critical
thinking, and analytical writing skills—skills that have been developed over a long
period of time and are not related to a specific field of study” (GRE Bulletin, 2017,
p.3). The test was designed by, and is still under the jurisdiction of, the Educational
Testing Service. It began as general aptitude test given to gauge skills in vocabulary
and mathematics. In 1985, the analytical writing section was added and in 1992 the
test went digital, with most tests being given on computers at registered testing
centers worldwide.3 The test itself is administered as a comparative tool for

universities in addition to the applicant’s grade point average, recommendations,

L In discussing the tests required by most graduate programs in the United States, my arguments are restricted to only
the Graduate Records Examination as it pertains specifically to the Humanities and publishing. There are other post

graduate testing frameworks such as the MCAT, LSAT, and more which are not covered in this paper.

2 Of the 776, 617 took part in the survey (giving 80% results).
3 Page four.
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and standing in their graduating class or field. It consists of a writing section and

two multiple choice sections.

The following is from the Educational Testing Service’s website and gives a

brief description of what the GRE General Test encompasses.

Verbal Reasoning — The skills measured include the test taker's ability to

analyze and draw conclusions from discourse; reason from incomplete data;
identify author's assumptions and/or perspective; understand multiple
levels of meaning, such as literal, figurative and author's intent

select important points; distinguish major from minor or relevant points;
summarize text; understand the structure of a text

understand the meanings of words, sentences and entire texts; understand
relationships among words and among concepts

Quantitative Reasoning — The skills measured include the test taker's ability to

understand, interpret and analyze quantitative information
solve problems using mathematical models

apply basic skills and elementary concepts of arithmetic, algebra, geometry
and data analysis

Analytical Writing — The skills measured include the test taker's ability to

articulate complex ideas clearly and effectively
support ideas with relevant reasons and examples
examine claims and accompanying evidence
sustain a well-focused, coherent discussion
control the elements of standard written English

(ETS, 2017, Test Content and Structure*)

Taking the GRE takes around four hours, not including the optional tutorial time on

the testing center’s computers, broken down as follows (ETS. Test Content):

Verbal Reasoning: two 30-minute sections - 20 questions per section
Quantitative Reasoning: two 35-minute sections - 20 questions per section
Analytical Writing: one section with two separately timed writing tasks—

30 minutes per task
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Experimental Section (either verbal or quantitative): of questionable time
and not included in score

(ETS, GRE Bulletin, 2017, p.4)

1.3 Scoring
Taken as the computer-based test the GRE is scored based on performance on given
questions and the amount answered in the allotted time frame. The questions in the
verbal and quantitative sections are scored adaptively, meaning the computer
testing uses ‘statistical characteristics of the questions (difficulty), required variety
of question types and appropriate coverage of content’ as a basis for scoring
(Interpreting Your Scores. Pg. 1).
The analytical writing section is scored by an approved and trained reader on a six
point scale on .5 point increments, that is then checked by an E-rater computer
program which is capable of identifying features that relate to proficiency. The final
score given is an average of the human and e-rater score. If the computer and
human score differs by much, a second human marker is employed and the final give
score is the average of the two human scores. The scores for both the verbal and
quantitative reasoning to be given on a scale of 130 to 170 in 1 point increments.
Interpreting the scores is based on the chart of averages provided by ETS and

is as follows:

Chart 2
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Table 1: General Test Mean Scores
{Based on the performance of all individuals who tested
between July 1, 2012, and June 30, 2015)
Number of Mean Standard
Test Takers Deviation
Verbal 1,694,715 150,22 8.45
Reasoning
Quantitative | | (o7 41 152.47 8,93
Reasoning
Anaiytical 1,689,069 3.50 0.87
Writing

Once the GRE General Test is taken, the scores are sent to the universities that were
chosen by the test taker prior on the day of the test. The average GRE scores are:
Currently, the average GRE scores are:

e Verbal: 150.22

e Quanitative: 152.47

e Analyitical Writing: 3.5
While the averages are over an entire cohort of test-takers, an applicant would need
to look further to the average scores by individual programme to which they plan to
apply. There is often some flexibility in the score ratio between the Verbal,
Quantitative, and Analytical, depending on the programme and university
standards. For instance, a humanities applicant can expect to have lower
quantitative scores and higher verbal and AW scores than the general applicant, or

one going into a science-based field.

1.4 GRE Subject Test

In some areas of study, an applicant might be required to take a GRE Subject Test in
addition to the GRE General Test. The Subject Test is broken down into eight
separate testing® options as follows:

Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology

5 As the topic of this paper is limited to the realm of publishing and more broadly, Humanities, it only takes
into account the Literature in English Subject Test.
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Biology

Chemistry
Literature in English
Mathematics
Physics

Psychology

The Literature in English Subject Test is comprised of 230 multiple choice questions
on poetry, drama, biography, the essay, the short story, the novel, criticism, literary

theory and the history of language (ETS, Literature in English Test, 2017). The

questions are drawn from English language literature worldwide and emphasize
authors, works, genres and movements. The test is broken down into four sections
which are: Literary Analysis (40-55%), Identification (15-20%), Cultural and
Historical Contexts (20-25%) and History and Theory of Literary Criticism (10-
15%). Furthermore, the test is divided into five areas of literary-historical scope
such as: Continental, Classical and Comparative Literature through 1925 (5-10%)),
British Literature to 1660 (25-30%), British Literature 1660-1925 (25-35%),
American Literature through 1925 (15-25%) and American, British and World
Literature after 1925 (20-30%) (ETS, English in Literature, 2017).

1.4.1. Subject Test Scoring

The Subject Test is scored in a 200 to 990 scale with ten-point increments with the

average score being 544 and a standard deviation of 100 (ETS, Interpretive Data

Used on Score Reports, 2016, p.1).

1.4.2 Interpretation
Each college or university places a different emphasis on the interpretation of GRE
Test scores, and almost all postgraduate institutions rely on the GRE scores as a

factor in deciding whether or not to accept an applicant at the Masters level®. One of

6 Some universities no longer require GRE scores for doctoral research applications.
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the main flaws of the studies conducted on the validity of GRE scores are the
omitted scores of those who were not accepted into graduate programs. Therefore,
it is ‘not known if the test is being used to deny admission to those [applicants] who
would have been successful’(Orlando, 2005). Even in the more detailed breakdown
of the sub-tests, there were anomalies between testing scores and the success of
graduate studies. A Nelson and Nelson study indicates that there was no real
variance between the scores of those who completed postgraduate studies and
those who did not. Furthermore, it was shown that many of those applicants who
scored better were more likely to fail once in a program.

In addition to the above discrepancies, which have only been touched upon,
there is the bias of the institution in regards to test scores. While most of the
universities contacted in the research process said that they ‘judge applications
holistically’(Sabino, 4 May 09), many went on to admit that GRE scores ‘plays
something of a role for MA and [to a lesser extent now] PhD admissions’(Leavitt, 04
May 09). Harvard University says that ‘high scores in the Verbal (166) and Subject
test (650)” are positive additions to the application (Harvard, English, 2017). Some
programmes, such the Publishing Masters at NYU, have the GRE as an optional (but
potentially required) extra for applicants. Others, such as the University of
Alabama’s Book Arts programme require a composite GRE score of 300. If the
candidate has a strong enough application without the GRE scores, the department
can petition the graduate school and usually allow admission - depending on the
individual university and their policies.

On the wider scale, what this looks like for applicants for postgraduate work
in publishing in the USA, is a system where there are limits imposed on who can
apply to the programme. Limits which can inhibit the growth of the industry by
relying on standardised testing systems that only indirectly relate to the subjects
covered. In addition, the fees for taking the GRE is currently $205 for the GRE
General Test and $150 for the subject tests.

1.5 GRE in the United Kingdom

Sensitivity: Internal


https://gsas.harvard.edu/programs-of-study/all/english

In the United Kingdom, American GRE scores are generally not required as a part of
the admission process into graduate programmes in Publishing. The universities in
the UK which are members of the Association of Publishing Education do not
require GRE or standardised test results for a student, international or domestic, to
apply to their programmes.

This is not to say that the universities in the United States apply always over-
emphasize the weight of the scores of standardized testing, but it does bring out the
questions of what makes a good graduate student: predictive test scores or the
quality of the works presented in the application and aptitude for future creation? I
believe that the colleges and universities in the United States place too much
emphasis on the numerical scores of the GRE General and Subject Tests and often
overlook the quality of the student and the talent they can bring into the
programme.

[t is for this reason that the United Kingdom has a distinct advantage in MA
and PhD recruitment in Publishing Studies. In the United Kingdom, without the
threat of repercussions for accepting a student with low GRE scores, the applicant
can be evaluated based on their sample work, personal statement, interview, and
previous degree, which are what should be the foundation of the selection process

into a practical and skills-focused programme.

[t is important to note that distance learning and e-Learning are not the same thing,
though they often overlap. In her article in the book Higher Education, entitled
‘“Distance Education” and “E-Learning”: Not The Same Thing’, Sarah Guri-Rosenblit
explains that:

distance learning, instead of assembling students from

dispersed locations in one place, it reaches out to students

wherever they live or wish to study (Guri-Rosenblit 1999). E-

Learning, on the other hand, is a relatively new phenomenon

and relates to the use of electronic media for a variety of
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learning purposes that range from add-on functions in
conventional classrooms to full substitution for the face-to-

face meetings by online encounters (pp. 469).

According to Antony and Gnanam, when these two terms converge it can be called
‘distributed learning’. In the following sections I will discuss the use of distributed
learning in the United States and United Kingdom postgraduate environment,
specifically in relation to Publishing programmess where the implementation of

distance learning options are beginning to play a larger role in the institution.

2.1 In the US

In the United States, the MA student in Publishing, much like the first two years for a
doctoral student, is required to take taught courses before writing their dissertation
or embarking on their original research. Therefore, it is expected that the student be
aresident of the area near the university so that they can have continual access to
classes and campus for the duration of their degree’. Some programmes, such as
George Washington University, offer distance learning options, but many, including

NYU, Portland State, and Drexel do not.

2.2 In the United Kingdom

In the United Kingdom, many universities offer the option of distance learning. This
enables the student to be absent from the university setting during the duration of
the degree and still keep on track for receipt of a one year MA or a three year PhD. In
most cases, unless the student is overseas gathering research, the student must
make arrangements to meet with their advisors regularly, usually on a bi-monthly
basis. Some United Kingdom universities are pro-active and have taken an initiative
in distance learning, for instance, Oxford Brookes which, for their MA in Publishing,
is “the only one in Europe, is taught to students at a distance and does not involve

being resident on campus in Oxford” (Brookes, 2017).

" Some leeway is allowed for on-site/off-campus research.
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2.3 Residency Policies in the United Kingdom

While many programs across the United Kingdom often offer opportunities for
distance learning, some universities have maintained a traditional residency policy.
One such university is the University of Edinburgh, where the candidate ‘must
remain in residence in Edinburgh throughout the period of study prescribed unless
authorized leave of absence has been granted’.

A different, and more readily observed in universities nationwide, example of
a ‘period of residency’ is found in Loughborough University’s postgraduate
handbook which states, ‘You are required to be in attendance at the University for
teaching and assessment weeks’8. While this is more pertinent to masters students
on a taught course, it also applies to the first semester of the PhD program at
universities such as Oxford Brookes, where students are required to attend
meetings and mandatory postgraduate courses to ensure they are working to gain
the widest range of experience in and out of the research programme.

While an applicant from within the United Kingdom may balk at the
insistence of location in the cases of some United Kingdom universities that
implement a residency requirement, if an applicant moves to the United Kingdom
from the United States they are most likely going to move to the city where the

university is located, negating the issue.

One aspect of the publishing industry that is the same across both the US and UK is
the need for placements and internships during and following postgraduate work in
Publishing Studies. Universities in both countries can be well-placed for setting up
internships and placements for students. Geographically, in locations such as New
York, London, and Oxford, there is a concentration of publishing industry which may
lead to universities based in those locations to develop closer ties with companies -

ties which could potentially help students.

8 Details are found in section 7 of the handbook.

11

Sensitivity: Internal



For the most part, those universities in the UK have good relationships with
publishers across the country. Those like Oxford Brookes have close ties across the
industry and often bring in experts to speak to students, as well as giving them info
on opportunities for work experience. Others, such as the University of Derby have
their own publishing house where postgraduate students gain real, hands-on
experience of developing a publishing product from start to finish. Most
programmes in the UK have links to industry and introduce students to a variety of
roles and positions, giving them networking opportunities that will put them in

good stead both in the UK and when they return to the US.

[t would be a vast oversight if culture and inspiration were left out of the mix when
it comes to deciding where to attend a postgraduate programme in Publishing.
While any graduate program one chooses will have its own campus life and feel, the
culture itself remains relatively steady across the United States. If a student so
chooses, they can road trip from Georgia to California in thirty-six hours with little
planning needed. But, a trip home from ‘across the pond’ requires a bit more
forethought and consideration of flights, costs and visas. The change in country is
often worthwhile for those willing to immerse themselves in a different culture and
be open-minded. The British Council says that, ‘Although television and the internet
have made us all more aware of how other people live, it’s not until you actually
experience a different culture that you realise how diverse the world is’ (Studying
Abroad. 2009).

In addition to the culture a student would receive by studying for their
postgraduate degree in the UK, they would also have ease of access to several of the
world’s most distinguished research libraries such as: the British Library in London,
the Bodleian Library in Oxford, and the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh.
And, for students in the UK, they are free to join and just a train ride away.

In addition to the compact size of the UK enabling American students to
travel widely within the country, they are closer to Europe. This presents an

opportunity for them to attend book festival and book fairs from Bologna to

12
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Amsterdam and Frankfurt. In addition, they can take advantage to lower travel costs
to explore the culture around mainland Europe in a move that “can be responsible
for an enduring role in development by maintaining and updating existing skills”

(Campos, |, Anderson, D., et.al., 2000, p1).

5.1 The Application Timescale
Another factor that cannot be overlooked when comparing the pros and cons of
studying for a postgraduate degree in publishing studies in the United States versus
the United Kingdom is the time allotted for the application process and the
deadlines adhered to by many programmes in the United States in addition to the
cost of applying. In the United Kingdom, for the most part, the universities adhere to
arolling admission scheme which:

Enables candidates to receive an admission decision within a

predetermined period after submitting an application.

Typically, the decision arrives about two months after the

application process is complete and often far sooner.

[Whereas] Colleges without Rolling Admission usually have a

specific deadline, and no applications are evaluated before

this deadline, no matter how early they are received. All

decision letters are then mailed to candidates on the same

day, which is generally in late March or early April (College

Confidential).

While the process of a rolling admission may seem like the lazy student’s way to get
around the deadlines imposed by strict American universities, it reduces stress for
applicants who find out earlier if they have been accepted and can plan accordingly.
On the other side, if institutions still have spaces on courses, rolling admission

policies allow them to fill those places with students up until much closer to the

13
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start date for the programmes. A sample of deadlines for US universities that offer
publishing courses at MA level are:
NYU - Rolling admissions
George Washington University - Feb 1 (priority) and April 1 (final)
Columbia University - Deadline in early part of the year
Portland State - April for fall start, Sept. for January start, and Nov. for spring
start
Drexel University - Sept. 15t for US based students for fall start, Nov. 2314 for
winter (Jan.) start
Candidates at institutions that do not offer rolling admissions often do not discover
whether they have been successful in their applications until late spring or summer.
By that time they may have already missed every deadline to apply to other
universities in the United States, and would thus have to wait to apply for the next
round of open applications or start at a later time in the year, depending on their

choice of institution.

5.2. Time Involved in Pursuit of Degree

Once the hoops have been jumped through and a student is selected for admission
into the postgraduate publishing programme of their choice, they must then weigh
out the balance between costs of tuition and living versus the time it takes to
complete the degree. In the following sections, I will take a comparative look at
these factors and highlight the pros and cons of pursuing a postgraduate degree in

the United Kingdom as opposed to the United States.

5.2.1. Degrees in Years

In the United States, college students often do not take a gap year before or after
their college careers. Instead, students tend to extend the process itself by making
their undergraduate careers last as long as possible. In a blog posting for the Center
for College Affordability and Productivity, Richard Vedder says that ‘today,
undergraduates seldom finish before 22, and PhD's seldom receive their degree

before the age of 27 or 28’ (2008). Colleges have been able to get away with keeping
14
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productive resources under their control for longer and longer periods (collecting
tuition all the while), despite no demonstrated evidence that this has sizable
positive learning effects’ (Vedder, 2008).

The United Kingdom is a member of the Bologna Process, which governs the
process of higher education in 46 European countries and provides guidelines for
the standards of higher education and the years allotted for a student to complete
their degree. In the United Kingdom, in accordance to the Bologna Process, the
standard undergraduate degree lasts three years. The master’s degree, both the MA
or Ms(C, not an MPhil, should be completed in one year unless taken on a part-time
basis. In the United States ‘a full time student can acquire a master's degree in two
years. A PhD usually requires at least five to six years and many people take seven to
nine years’(Gradschools.com. 2009 & Admissiontable, 2017). Jaschik writes about

the length of time involved in US postgraduate degrees for Inside Higher Education:

While taking a decade to finish a Ph.D. may seem unthinkable
to academics in disciplines (generally in the sciences) where
half that time is the norm, decade-long Ph.D.'s are actually
common in the humanities... Recent data from the Council of
Graduate Schools, for example, show that only 36.7 percent of
humanities students have finished their dissertations by year

8, and only 49.1 percent have done so by year 10.

According to the 2005 Bergen Communiqué, in the United Kingdom a doctoral
degree in the Humanities ‘the normal workload of the third cycle in most countries

corresponds to 3-4 years full time’.

5.3 Costs
Cost is a factor in the selection of a graduate program and cannot be overlooked as a
major draw for studying abroad. The charts and calculations below are based from

the point of view of an American citizen as a resident in the United States and as an
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international student in the United Kingdom. In the following graphics, a selection®
of universities with postgraduate courses in Publishing in both America and the
United Kingdom are compared by costs of tuition and living expenses based on a
generous (considering how long many PhDs take in the US) four year plan in the
United States and a three year plan in the United Kingdom. Each price is listed in the
native currency and then exchanged using XE.com. The exchange rate used was the
current rate for June 12,2017 is 1 USD =.70 GBP. These two charts include the cost
of tuition and suggested cost of living expenses calculated on an annual basis and
multiplied by the number of years the programme usually runs. These costs are as
close to accurate as possible at the time of this study. The ‘international totals’
section is relevant where the programme has different costs for out of state or

international students.

Total Cost for Full MA in Publishing 2 years USA, 1 Year UK

Resident/EU Totals International Totals
USA GBP £ UsD $ GBP £ UsD %
MYLU £110282.40 $139204.00 | £110,282.40 $139.204.00
George Washington
University £95 768.32 $121,530.00 £95 768.32 $121,530.00
Portland State
University £55 53525 $70,402.00 £49 256.14 $62 442 00
Drexel University £115065.08 $145888.00 £87 738.42 $111,226.00
UK
Oxford Brookes
Uiniversity £23511.00 $29 83545 £29 65500 $27.632.19
Anglia Ruskin £18,600.00 $23,603.40 £23,339.00 $29617.19
Univeristy of Derby £20,066.00 $25.463.75 £23,495.00 $29815.15
Stirling University £16,850.00 $21,382.65 £24,139.00 $30,632.39
University College
London £29 690.00 $37 67661 £40.844 .00 $51,831.03

% The selection was made to include a college or university that represented the best programs for graduate

studies in Publishing.

10 Please see the appendices for full spreadsheet of costs for these courses.
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Total Cost for Full PhD in Publishing 5 years USA, 3 Years UK

Resident/EU Totals International Totals
USA GBP £ UsD % GBP £ UsD %
MNYU £275,706.00 $348,010.00 £275,706.00 $348,010.00
Geaorge
Washington
University £239 42080 $303,8625.00 £239 42080 $303,825.00
Partland State
University £138,838.12 $176,005.00 £123,140.35 $156,105.00
Drexel University £287,662.70 $364,720.00 £219 346.05 $278,065.00
UK
Oxford Brookes
Uiniversity £70,533.00 $89 506.35 £88,965.00 $82,896.57
Anglia Ruskin £55,800.00 $70,810.20 £70,017.00 $88,851.57
Univeristy of
Derby £60.198.00 $76,391.25 £70.485.00 $89 445 45
Stirling University £50,550.00 $64 147 95 £72417.00 $91,897.17
University
College Landaon £89.070.00 $113,029.83 £122 532.00 $155,493.00

As indicated in the above charts, if an American student were to attend a standard
public university, such as Portland State University, to pursue their MA in Publishing
it would cost them in excess of $70,402 (£55,535.25), and it would take an two
years. However, if that same student chose to do their MA in the United Kingdom,
attending Oxford Brookes University would cost $27,632.19 (£29,655). If a student
was to choose to live in a large and bustling city such as New York or London, the
costs would show that attending NYU would be $139,204 (£110.282.40), and the
costs of University College London would be $51,831.03 (£40,844).

In a similar fashion, when the years of time vs the costs are weighed up in
relation to the PhD, for an American student, studying in the UK is cheaper and more

cost effective across the board, as can be seen from the graph below:

17
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5.4 Weighing Costs vs. Time
For those cost-conscious American students who are looking to do postgraduate
work in Publishing Studies, and are lucky enough to live in the same state as the
programmes offered, they may be charged an in-state fee which is lower. But, as
there are thirty-one listed courses (both short and postgraduate), | have worked
under the assumption that most students will have to move out of state to attend.
When looking at courses, as an American student, a lot of the decision comes
down to the cost per year, per programme. In the United States, there is a five year
standard PhD. In the United Kingdom, that standard is three years. The three years

spent in the United Kingdom will cost less.

VI. Advantages of a Postgraduate Degree from Abroad
18
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What does all the aforementioned information actually mean when applied to the
real concerns of a PhD student in creative writing, such as job placement and
publication? For the American postgraduate and PhD candidate, whether they want
to return to the United States or remain abroad, having a post graduate degree from
their non-native country indicates ambition. ‘Employers and graduate school
committees will take note of an international study experience. Studying abroad
helps students become more mature, resilient, and interpersonally adept, and all of
these qualities are priceless in the workplace’ (Rockler-Gladen, 2007). Furthermore,
“67% of employers think international experience is important for recruitment”
(Erasmus, 2013) and the experience of studying abroad will help prepare American
students for life as well as a career in Publishing.

The qualities of the university itself and the clout that the degree carries is a
factor that can make or break a CV and job application. The colleges and universities
that have been elected for closer examination in this paper were chosen as a
subsection of the public and private four year colleges in both the United States and
the United Kingdom. By undertaking a postgraduate course in Publishing in the
United Kingdom, the student stands out in the job application process due to their
initiative as an international candidate. The publishing programmes in the UK are
some of the best globally and MA and PhD level. Oxford Brookes is home to the
Oxford International Centre for Publishing Studies, University College London is
based in the heart of a world leading city, the University of Derby is a new
programme with a forward thinking team, among many others such as Stirling,
Anglia Ruskin and more.

The difference in numbers of colleges and universities in the United States
and the United Kingdom offering postgraduate programmes in Publishing isn’t that
different from one another. Compared to size, the UK has more programmes, while
the US offers more across the country, but not substantially. The closeness to a
variety of major cities and publishing hubs in affordable areas, makes the UK a more
viable choice, especially when cost vs. time are considered as they are in the

following section.
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Ultimately, there are pros and cons for American Students when considering
pursuing a postgraduate degree abroad. Issues such as cost vs. time vs. experience
vs. teaching experience have to be weighed carefully before an informed decision
can be reached. Another consideration is the acceptance process. In the Unites
States, almost all graduate programs require the GRE, and though the department
itself may ignore the scores or not use them for applicant decisions, usually the
university has minimum score standards that must be met before the department
can consider the candidate, or otherwise an appeal must be launched on behalf of
the student. The United Kingdom does not require the GRE to be taken and rely
more on writing samples, the application, and interview process.

The biggest factors in deciding to do postgraduate work abroad is the
balance between time and costs, the culture around the university, and the potential
for employment after the programme. In all of these accounts, the UK is a better
choice for an American student. In one year, they can obtain an MA in Publishing
from a reputable UK programme, it will cost considerably less than the US
counterpart, and they have much more affordable access to explore the culture of
the UK and further into Europe. Finally, obtaining a postgraduate degree in
Publishing in the UK will set students up with an advantage in the workplace back
home and abroad, giving them the skills obtained from the programme and access to

gain experience in Book Fairs and publishing houses.

20

Sensitivity: Internal



Bibliography:

Andersen, Kurt. (30 April 2006) A Reporter’s Report. The New York Times. [Online]
Available from:
http: //www.nytimes.com/2006/04/30/books/review/30andersen.html?pa
gewanted=all [Accessed on 03 May 2009].

Antony, Stella, A. Gnanam. (2004) Quality Assurance in Distance Education: The
Challenges to be Addressed. Higher Education. [Online] Vol. 47, No. 2 (Mar.,
2004), 143-160. Available from: http://www.jstor.org/stable/4151536
[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

Auburn University. (2009) Auburn University Tuition Structure. [Online] Available
from:
http://www.auburn.edu/administration/business office/pdf/tuition.pdf
[Accessed on 04 May 2009].

. (2009) International Admissions. [Online] Available from:
http://www.grad.auburn.edu/forms/intl instructhtml [Accessed on 05 May
2009].

Bell, Nathan E. Graduate Enrollment and Degrees: 1997-2007 (Revised to November
2008). (2008) Counsel of Graduate Schools, Office of Research and Policy
Analysis. Available from: http://www.cgsnet.org [Accessed on 3 May 2009].

Bologna Process, Bergen. (2005) The European Higher Education Area- Achieving
the
Goals: Communiqué of the Conference of European Ministers Responsible for
Higher Education, Bergen, 19-20 May 2005, Bergen, Norway, Bologna Process.

College Confidential. (2008) Rolling Admission. [Online]. Available from:
http://www.collegeconfidential.com/dean/archives/000086.htm [Accessed
on 04 May 2009].

Curnutt, Kirk. (2004) A Historical Guide to F. Scott Fitzgerald. Oxford, Oxford
University Press.

Delaney, Edward. (Fiction Issue) The Best of the Best: The Top Ten Graduate
Programs
in Creative Writing. The Atlantic. [Online] Fiction Issue. Available from:
http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200708/mfa-programs [Accessed on 05
May 2009].

Education Dynamics. (2009) Master’s of Ph.D.: Which is Right For You?.

21

Sensitivity: Internal


http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/30/books/review/30andersen.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/30/books/review/30andersen.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4151536
http://www.auburn.edu/administration/business_office/pdf/tuition.pdf
http://www.grad.auburn.edu/forms/intl_instruct.html
http://www.cgsnet.org/
http://www.collegeconfidential.com/dean/archives/000086.htm
http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200708/mfa-programs

Gradschools.com. [Online] Available from:
http://www.gradschools.com/Article/masters-or-phd/89.html [Accessed on

04 May 2009].

Educational Testing Service (2009) GRE General Test Overview. [Online] Available

from:

http://www.ets.org/portal /site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13
bc3921509/?vgnextoid=e1b42d3631df4010VegnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
&vgnextchannel=5416e3b5f64f4010VenVCM10000022f95190RCRD

[Accessed on 3 May 2009].

____.(2009). GRE General Test Overview. [Online] Available from:
http: //www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13
bc3921509/?vgnextoid=0a51d2b54c0c5010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
&vgnextchannel=6236e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD

[Accessed on 3 May 2009].

___.(2009). GRE Details: Test Takers. Literature in English. [Online] Available from:
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13
bc3921509/?vgnextoid=ed952d3631df4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
&vgnextchannel=6ef946f1674f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD

[Accessed on 3 May 2009].

___.(2009). GRE Guide to the Uses of Scores 2008-2009. [Online] Available from:
http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/GRE /pdf/gre 0809 guide.pdf [Accessed
on 4 May 2009].

__.(2009). Interpreting Your GRE Scores. [Online| Available from:
http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/GRE/pdf/gre 0809 interpretingscores.pdf

[Accessed on 3 May 2009].

. (2006) Overview of the Revised GRE General Test. [Online] Available from:
http://www.coe.ilstu.edu/ci/graduate/masters/curriculum instruction/doc
uments/gre revised overview.pdf [Accessed on 3 May 2009].

Faculty of Education. (2009) e-Learning at Plymouth. [Online] Available from:

http://www2.plymouth.ac.uk/distancelearning/ [Accessed on 05 May 2009].

Guri-Rosenblit, Sarah. ‘Distance Education’ and ‘E-Learning’: Not the Same Thing.
Higher Education. [Online] Vol. 49, No. 4 (June., 2005), 467-493. Available
from: http://www.jstor.org/stable/25068081 [Accessed on 05 May 2009].

Harvard University, The Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. (2009) English: GREs.

[Online]. Available from:
http: //www.gsas.harvard.edu/programs of study/english and american lit

erature and language.php [Accessed on 04 May 2009].

22

Sensitivity: Internal


http://www.gradschools.com/Article/masters-or-phd/89.html
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=e1b42d3631df4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=5416e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=e1b42d3631df4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=5416e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=e1b42d3631df4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=5416e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=0a51d2b54c0c5010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=6236e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=0a51d2b54c0c5010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=6236e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=0a51d2b54c0c5010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=6236e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=ed952d3631df4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=6ef946f1674f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=ed952d3631df4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=6ef946f1674f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=ed952d3631df4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=6ef946f1674f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/GRE/pdf/gre_0809_guide.pdf
http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/GRE/pdf/gre_0809_interpretingscores.pdf
ttp://www.coe.ilstu.edu/ci/graduate/masters/curriculum_instruction/documents/g
ttp://www.coe.ilstu.edu/ci/graduate/masters/curriculum_instruction/documents/g
http://www2.plymouth.ac.uk/distancelearning/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25068081
http://www.gsas.harvard.edu/programs_of_study/english_and_american_literature_and_language.php
http://www.gsas.harvard.edu/programs_of_study/english_and_american_literature_and_language.php

.(2009) Costs: Tuition and Fees. [Online] Available from:
http: //www.gsas.harvard.edu/prospective students/costs tuition and fees
2.php [Accessed on 04 May 2009].

. (2009) Financing Graduate Studies. [Online] Available from:
http://www.gsas.harvard.edu/images/stories/pdfs/financing grad study.pd
f [Accessed on 04 May 2009].

Jaschik, Scott. (2007) How to Cut Ph.D. Time to A Degree. [Online] Available from:
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/12/17 /phd [Accessed on 05
May 2009].

Leavitt, David. (dleavitt@ufl.edu) (04 May 2009) A GRE Question. Email to Johnson,
M. (m.johnson-12@sms.ed.ac.uk).

Lancaster University. (2009) Virtual Learning. Postgraduate Programs — Department
of
English and Creative Writing. [Online] Available from:
http://wwwe.lancs.ac.uk/fass/english /cw portal ortal handbook.html#
MPhilPhD [Accessed on 05 May 2009].

Lazzaro, Joseph. (14 May 2009) Jobless Claims Hit Record 3.36 Million, and Pink
Slips
Keep Coming. Daily Finance. [Online] Available from:
http://www.dailyfinance.com/2009/05/14 /jobless-claims-hit-record-5-36-
million/ [Accessed on 15 May 2009].

Londonstudent.co.uk. (2008) Teachers/Professors Without A Ph.D? [Online Forum]
Available from:
http://www.londonstudent.co.uk/forums/showthread.php?t=34325
[Accessed on 05 may 2009].

Loughborough University. (2009) Applying for a Research Programme. [Online]
Available from: http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ea/Degree
Programmes/Post Graduate Programmes/How to Apply.htm [Accessed on
05 May 2009].

___.(2009) International Students: Accommodation and Cost of Living. [Online]
Available from:
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/prospectus/ug/international /index.htm [Accessed
on 05 may 2009].

. (2009) International Student Research Fees 2009-10. [Online] Available from:
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/funding/pgr/international /tuition_fees/
0910/index.htm [Accessed on 04 May 2009].

23

Sensitivity: Internal


http://www.gsas.harvard.edu/prospective_students/costs_tuition_and_fees_2.php
http://www.gsas.harvard.edu/prospective_students/costs_tuition_and_fees_2.php
http://www.gsas.harvard.edu/images/stories/pdfs/financing_grad_study.pdf
http://www.gsas.harvard.edu/images/stories/pdfs/financing_grad_study.pdf
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/12/17/phd
mailto:dleavitt@ufl.edu
mailto:m.johnson-12@sms.ed.ac.uk
http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/english/cw_portal/pg_portal_handbook.html#MPhilPhD
http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/english/cw_portal/pg_portal_handbook.html#MPhilPhD
http://www.dailyfinance.com/2009/05/14/jobless-claims-hit-record-5-36-million/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/2009/05/14/jobless-claims-hit-record-5-36-million/
http://www.londonstudent.co.uk/forums/showthread.php?t=34325
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ea/Degree%20Programmes/Post%20Graduate%20Programmes/How%20to%20Apply.htm
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ea/Degree%20Programmes/Post%20Graduate%20Programmes/How%20to%20Apply.htm
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/prospectus/ug/international/index.htm

___.(2009) Post Graduate Programme Structure: Attendance and
Leave of Absence [Online] Available from:
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/student/handbook/section7/index.htm
[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

__.(2009) UK/EU Postgraduate Research Students: Tuition Fee
Information 2008-09. [Online] Available from:
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/funding/pgr/ukeu/tuition fees/0809/in
dex.htm
[Accessed on 04 May 2009].

Orlando, John. (19 May 2005) The Reliability of GRE Scores in Predicting Graduate
School Success: A Meta-Analytic, Cross-Functional, Regressive, Unilateral, Post-
Kantian, Hyper-Empirical,Quadruple Blind, Verbiage-Intensive and
Hemorrhoid-Inducing Study. ACM Ubiquity. [Online] Available from:
http://www.acm.org/ubiquity/views/v6i21 orlando.html?CFID=33144281
&CFTOKEN=84058511 [Accessed on 04 May 2009].

Oxford Brookes University. (2008) Philip Pullman Creative Writing Fellow for New
MA.

[Online] Available from:

http://www.brookes.ac.uk/about/news/creativewriting [Accessed on 05
May 2009].

.(2009) Living Costs. [Online] Available from:

http://www.brookes.ac.uk/studying/finance/living costs [Accessed on 04
May 2009].

. (2009) Research Degree Fees for 2009-2010. [Online] Available from:

http://www.brookes.ac.uk/studying/finance/tuition/research [Accessed on
04 May 2009].

QS Top Universities. (2008). The Top 100 Universities In the World Rankings 2008.
[Online] Available from:

http://www.topuniversities.com /university rankings/results/2008/overall

rankings/top 100 universities/ [Accessed on 05 May 2009].

. (2008) Arts & Humanities. [Online] Available from:
http://www.topuniversities.com/worlduniversityrankings /results/2008/su
bject rankings/arts humanities/ [Accessed on 05 May 2009].

. (2008) The Complete Rankings 2008. [Online] Available from:
http://www.topuniversities.com /university rankings/results/2008/overall

rankings/fullrankings/ [Accessed on 05 May 2009].

24

Sensitivity: Internal


http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/student/handbook/section7/index.htm
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/funding/pgr/ukeu/tuition_fees/0809/index.htm
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/ar/funding/pgr/ukeu/tuition_fees/0809/index.htm
http://www.acm.org/ubiquity/views/v6i21_orlando.html?CFID=33144281&CFTOKEN=84058511
http://www.acm.org/ubiquity/views/v6i21_orlando.html?CFID=33144281&CFTOKEN=84058511
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/about/news/creativewriting
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/studying/finance/living_costs
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/studying/finance/tuition/research
http://www.topuniversities.com/university_rankings/results/2008/overall_rankings/top_100_universities/
http://www.topuniversities.com/university_rankings/results/2008/overall_rankings/top_100_universities/
http://www.topuniversities.com/worlduniversityrankings/results/2008/subject_rankings/arts_humanities/
http://www.topuniversities.com/worlduniversityrankings/results/2008/subject_rankings/arts_humanities/
http://www.topuniversities.com/university_rankings/results/2008/overall_rankings/fullrankings/
http://www.topuniversities.com/university_rankings/results/2008/overall_rankings/fullrankings/

Rockler-Gladen, Naomi. (2007) Should You Study Abroad? The Pros and Cons of
Semester and Summer International Study Programs. Suite 101. [Online] 13
April 2007. Available from:
http://collegeuniversity.suite101.com/article.cfm/should you study abroad
[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

Sabino, Robin. (sabinoro@auburn.edu) (04 May 2009) A GRE Question. Email to
Johnson, M. (m.johnson-12@sms.ed.ac.uk).

The British Council. (2009) Studying Abroad - The Good and the Bad. [Online]
Available from: http: //www.britishcouncil.org/professionals-study-
studying-uk-2.htm [Accessed on 05 May 2009].

The University of East Anglia. (2009) Creative Writers Associated With the School.
[Online] Available from:
http://www.uea.ac.uk/lit/Courses/PGR/Research+in+Creative+Writing
[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

. (2009) Finance: International Student Fees 2009. [Online] Available from:
http: //www.uea.ac.uk/explore/futurestudents/international /finance
[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

.(2009) Tuition Fees and Other Charges. [Online] Available from:
http://www.uea.ac.uk/polopoly fs/1.111834!Fees%20Table%202009-
10v3.pdf [Accessed on 05 May 2009].

The University of Edinburgh. (2009) Postgraduate Tuition Fees. [Online] Available
from: http: //www.registry.ed.ac.uk/Fees/PHDPGfees09-10.pdf [Accessed on
05 May 2009].

(2009) Estimated Living Costs 2009 10. [Onhne] Avallable from:

[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

The University of Edinburgh: Degree Regulations and Programmes of Study (2009).
4.
Residency Regulations. Edinburgh, The University of Edinburgh [Online]
Available from: http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/08-09/regulations/postgrad.php
[Accessed on 13 January 2009].

University of Florida. (2009) Financial Aid for New Students [Online] Available from:
http: //www.english.ufl.edu/programs/grad/finaid.html [Accessed on 05

May 2009].

.(2009) Annual Costs of Attendance. [Online] Available from:

25

Sensitivity: Internal


http://collegeuniversity.suite101.com/article.cfm/should_you_study_abroad
mailto:sabinoro@auburn.edu
mailto:m.johnson-12@sms.ed.ac.uk
http://www.britishcouncil.org/professionals-study-studying-uk-2.htm
http://www.britishcouncil.org/professionals-study-studying-uk-2.htm
http://www.uea.ac.uk/lit/Courses/PGR/Research+in+Creative+Writing
http://www.uea.ac.uk/explore/futurestudents/international/finance
http://www.uea.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.111834!Fees%20Table%202009-10v3.pdf
http://www.uea.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.111834!Fees%20Table%202009-10v3.pdf
http://www.registry.ed.ac.uk/Fees/PHDPGfees09-10.pdf
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/finance/cost-of-living
http://www.english.ufl.edu/programs/grad/finaid.html

http://www.admissions.ufl.edu/annualcosts.html [Accessed on 05 May
2009].

.(2009) Tuition Calculator for 15 Hours of Non-Resident Student. [Online]
Available from: http://fa.ufl.edu/ufs/cashiers/fee-tier-20088.asp#credit
[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

The University of Florida AT Teaching Center in conjunction with the Graduate
School
(2009) Teaching at the University of Florida: A Handbook for Teaching
Assistants (8t Edition). [E-book] Gainesville, FL, The University of Florida.
Available from:
http://www.teachingcenter.ufl.edu/materials/ta handbook web.pdf
[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

The University of Manchester. (2007) Martin Amis Joins the University of Manchester.
[Online] Available from :

http://www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/newwriting/news/amis/ [Accessed on
05 May 2009].

.(2009) Standard Tuition Fees 2008/09. [Online] Available from:
http://www.campus.manchester.ac.uk/ssc/tuitionfees/standardtuitionfees?2
0082009/ [Accessed on 05 May 2009].

.(2009) Cost of Living in the UK. [Online] Available from:
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/international/money/costoflivingintheuk
[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

The University of Southern California. (2009) Costs: USC Estimated Cost of
Attendance.
[Online] Available from:
http://www.usc.edu/admission/fa/applying receiving/graduates/costs.htm
1 [Accessed on 04 May 2009].

Vedder, Richard. (11 Nov. 2008) Three Year B.A. Degrees. Center for College
Affordability and Productivity. Weblog. [Online] Available from:
http://collegeaffordability.blogspot.com/2006/11 /three-year-ba-
degrees.html [Accessed on 04 May 2009].

XE.com. (2009) GBP to USD/USD to GBP. [Online] Available from: www.xe.com
[Accessed on 05 May 2009].

26

Sensitivity: Internal


http://www.admissions.ufl.edu/annualcosts.html
http://fa.ufl.edu/ufs/cashiers/fee-tier-20088.asp#credit
http://www.teachingcenter.ufl.edu/materials/ta_handbook_web.pdf
http://www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/newwriting/news/amis/
http://www.campus.manchester.ac.uk/ssc/tuitionfees/standardtuitionfees20082009/
http://www.campus.manchester.ac.uk/ssc/tuitionfees/standardtuitionfees20082009/
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/international/money/costoflivingintheuk/
http://www.usc.edu/admission/fa/applying_receiving/graduates/costs.html
http://www.usc.edu/admission/fa/applying_receiving/graduates/costs.html
http://collegeaffordability.blogspot.com/2006/11/three-year-ba-degrees.html
http://collegeaffordability.blogspot.com/2006/11/three-year-ba-degrees.html
http://www.xe.com/

